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Amciulnit Mifs to the Chunks: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
1 jsiiwi!; of Chtiins: 

Claim I . (Currunlly amended) A denial instrument comprising: 

a ^cjicmliy cylindrical handle having a threaded opening for receiving a tool tip 
connector, a first metal tool tip havin g a threaded portio n on on e end, and an eJastomcric cover 
having an outer surface, 

said handle being connected to said first metal tool tip by said tool Up connector, wherein 
said connector includes m a thi\?adcd_openirig on a first end for receiving said th readed portion 
of said tool tip and a threaded portion on an opposing second end for engaging said threaded 
opening of said handle to fasten said connector to said handle, 

said nonme-lftl elastomcrk cover being supported by said handle, 

r 

said clastomoric cover having a central region, and a first and a second enlarged end 
region on opposite sides of said central region and integrally connected to said central region, 

said central region having a central wall, said central wall having a smallest outer 
diameter at point of least wall thickness, 

said first and said second enlarged end region each having havhvg a largest outer diameter 
at a greatest wall thickness at a thickest point on said outer surface of said cover, 

each said greatest wall thickness being at least 30 percent greater than said least wall 
thickness. 

(Maim 2. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein at least one of said greatest wall 
thickness is at least 40 percent greater than said least wall thickness, and said cover has a length 
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will! a midpoint and two end points, said least wall thickness is within 20 percent ofsaid cover 
length from said midpoint ofsaid cover length, and each said greatest wall thickness is within 20 
percent ofsaid cover length from each said end poinL ofsaid cover length. 

Claim 3, (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein at least one ofsaid greatest wall 
thickness is at least 50 percent greater than said least wall thickness, and said cover outer surface 
is generally smooth and substantially continuously curved with intermittent protrusions. 

Claim 4. (Original) The dental instrument of claim I wherein at least one oTsaid greatest wall 
thickness is at least 70 percent greater than said least wall thickness, and said cover has a length 
Willi a midpoint and two end points, said least wall thickness is within 10 percent ofsaid cover 
length from said midpoint ofsaid cover length, and each said grcalest wall thickness is within 10 
percent ofsaid cover length from each said end point ofsaid cover length. 

Claim 5, (Original) The dental instrument nfclaim 1 wherein at least one ofsaid greatest wall 
thickness is at least 100 percent greater than said least wall thickness. 

Claim 6. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said dental instrument further 
comprises a second tip. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said R^melal 
elastoineric, cover has an outer surface having a plurality of raised portions. 

Claim R. (CurteiUly amended) The dental instrument of claim I wherein said nonmeUtl 
claslpjiieric cover comprises silicone polymer. 

Claim 9. (Canceled) 

Claim 10. (Currently amended) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said nenmetel 
elaslontene cover is adhered by an adhesive to said handle. 
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Claim 1 I. (CuiTcnUy amended) The dental instrument of claim I wherein said nanmelal 
elaslonieric cover comprise* claslomcric material having a shore hardness of less than 60. 

Claim 12. (Currently amended) The denial instrument of clnim 1 wherein said HORHietal 
glastumcric. cover comprises claslomcric material having a plurality of colors. 

Claim 13. (Previously presented) The denial instrument of claim 12 wherein said plurality of 
'colors foun generally parallel streaks'. 

Claim 14. (Original) The dental instrumcnl of claim 1 wherein said central region has a. cover 
outer surface and at least of portion of said central region outer surface is generally shaped like 
the centra! pot lion of one of the elongated sides of an ellipse when the central region is viewed in 
longitudinal cross-section. 

Claim 15. (Original) The denial instrument of claim 1 wherein said handle is effectively and 
substantially cylindrical. 

Claim 16. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said central region length has a 
length of not more Ihan 98 percent of the length of the cover. 

Claim 17. (Canceled) 

Claim 1R> (Canceled) 

Claim 10. (Currently amended) A dental instrument comprising: 

n generally cylindrical metal handle having a first threaded opening on a first end for 
receiving a first tool lip connector and a second threaded opening on an opposing second end for 
receiving a second tool tip connector, a first tool lip having 3 threaded portion pnonc end and a 
second tool lip haying a thre aded po rtion on one end, and a cover comprising claslomcric 
material, 

4 



PAGE 7/13 ' RCVD AT 12/1812006 1:47:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 ' DNISOTOO ' CS1D:7178494753 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0448 



DEC- 18-2006 HON 03:10 PM DENTSPLY LEGAL FAX NO. 7178494753 P. 08 

* 

Serial No.; 10/632,263 
Art Unit: 3732 

snid handle being connected to said first tool lip by said first connector, wherein said 
connector includes fin n thre aded opening on a first end for receiving said Ihre adoi porlion of 
said first tool tip and a threaded porlion on an opposing second end lor engaging said first 
. threaded opening ofsaid handle to fasten said connector to said handle, 

said handle being connected to said second tool lip by said second connector, wherein 
said connector includes an a threaded opening on a first end for receiving said said [breaded 
portion of second tool tip and a threaded portion on an opposing second end for engaging said 
second threaded opening ol'snid handle to fasten said connector to said handle, 

said elastonKiric cover being supported by said handle, 

said cover having a central region, and a first and a second enlarged end region on 
opposite sides of said central region and integrally connected to said central region, 

«aid central region having a central wall, said central wall having a smallest outer 
diameter at point of least wall thickness, 

.said first and said second enlarged end region each having an end wall, each said end 
wall having a largest outer diameter at a point of greatest wall thickness, 

each said greatest wall Ihiekncss being al lcasl 30 percent greater than said least wall 
IhirUness. 

Claim 2.0. (Original) The dental instalment of claim 19 wherein said cover comprises silicone 
, : polymer 



PAGE 8/13 ' RCVD AT 1 2/18/2006 1 :47:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 k DNIS:2738300 * CSID:71 78494753 1 DURATION (mm-ss):04-08 



DECM8-2006 MON 03=11 PM DENTSPLY LEGAL 



FAX NO. 7178494753 



P. 09 



Serial No.: 10/632,263 
AH Unit; 3732 

(')iiini 21. (Currently amended) A denial instrument, comprising: 
a nonmcuil cover, 

n cylindrical metal handle lube having a central channel, 

a mclal lie bar having a first threaded end and an opposing second threaded end, and 

a nr.it metal lool tip h aving a thre aded openin g on one end and a second mclal tool lip 
hiving aJhrendejjXHMUngJin one end, 

snid threaded [ opening of said first tool Up being connected to said first threaded end of 
said niclal tie bar and snid thread ed ope ning of said second tool tip being connected to said 
second threaded end of said metal tie bar, said nonmetal cover being supported by said 
cylindrical mend handle lube, said metal Lie bar extending Lhrough said central channel of said 
cylindrical mclal handle tube, 

said cover having a central region, and a firsi and a second enlarged end region on 
opposite sides of said central region and integrally connected to said central region, 

said central region having a central wall, said central wall having a smallest outer 
diameter at point of least wall thickness, 

said first and said second enlarged end region each having an end wall, each said end 
w.dl having a largest ouler diameter at a point of greatest wall thickness, 

each said greatest wait Ihickncss being at least 30 percent greater than said least wall 
thickness. 
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